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FOSTERING REGIONAL ECONOMIC PROSPERITY

May 15,2012

The Honorable John Garamendi

United States House of Representatives

22B Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Doris Matsui

United States House of Representatives

222 Cannon House Office Building

Washington, DC 20510

RE: Preventing Closure ofJob Corps Centers

Dear Representatives Garamendi, Lungren, and Matsui,

The Honorable Dan Lungren

United States House of Representatives

2313 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington. DC 20510
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On behalf of the Sacramento Metropolitan Chamber of Commerce, I am writing to request your

support for the prevention of Job Corps center closures - particularly in the 6-county Sacramento

region. The Job Corps program is vital to our community, and the loss of Job Corps centers could

have far-reaching negative impacts to our economy, both at the local and the national level.

The Sacramento Metro Chamber is the largest, oldest and most prominent voice of business in the

greater Sacramento area. Representing over 2,000 member businesses and business organizations in

the six-county Sacramento region, the Sacramento Metro Chamber serves as the region's leading

proponent of regional cooperation and primary advocate on issues affecting business, economic

development and quality of life.

Job Corps works with employers. These employers, in turn, actively work with their local centers to

customize training to meet their needs in 100 different trades in 11 major industries. Few other

programs offer local employers a comparable opportunity to shape curricula in so many occupations.

Small businesses in our communities work closely with their job Corps centers because these

centers reliably produce skilled and responsible workers who can contribute to a small business'

growth.

Most importantly. Job Corps works. It is one of our nation's most effective career preparation

program for economically disadvantage youth ages 16 to 24 that might otherwise cost our

communities and taxpayers billions of dollars over the course of their lifetimes. Job Corps reverses

that drain, because 85 percent of graduates secure a job, enter higher education, or enlist in the

milftary.

Again, on behalf of the Metro Chamber, I am writing to request your support for the prevention of

Job Corps center closures - particularly in the 6-county.Sacramento region.

Sincerely,
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